Первый этап республиканской олимпиады по учебному предмету “Английский язык”
9 класс                                                                                                         2022/2023 учебный год

Total: 97 points
I. Part А. Read the text and do the following tasks. 



§1. “It’s the seventh minute into a match and we’re up against one of the top clubs in Britain. We’re expected to lose. I get the ball and I'm running as fast as I can for the goal. The goalkeeper runs towards me. Do I try to get round him or shall I shoot?”



“Go round him,” calls out one voice.




“Shoot!” shout a few of the kids gathered on the floor.




§2. “I decide to shoot and I can see the ball going wide. But then I look up and see my mum blowing hard on her whistle from the side of the pitch, and the ball swings to the right and falls inside the goal post. I've just scored and we’re one-nil up against the favourites.”



§3. It’s gripping storytelling and not a single child has moved. It also happens that every word is true, with the exception of the bit about his mum! The speaker is a former football player, Barry Morgan, who now works as a community relations officer in a large city in southern England.




§4. Part of Barry's job involves visiting clubs, schools and libraries along with a professional storyteller, Rick Taylor, in or​der to try and reach the kids who mainly sit at the back of class​rooms and don’t want to take part in lessons. They want to both excite the children’s imaginations and encourage them to read, and so far they are delighted with the success of the project.




§5. The original idea for the project was Rick Taylor’s. Over the years he had collected a huge number of folk tales and stories and had earned his living travelling around the world telling them. After a one-off event with Barry Morgan, which was a tremen​dous success, Taylor decided that they should try and do more.




§6. “It was particularly good for the kids to have strong male role models involved. Many boys grow up wanting to be profes​sional footballers and they’ll listen to what we have to say far more readily than they would listen to their teachers. It’s not just the boys who get a lot out of it; even though a lot of the stories are football based, the girls never get bored, says Taylor.”



§7. But there are other groups for whom the storytelling has been a learning process. On one occasion, for example, Barry Morgan took some young professional footballers with him to one of the storytel​ling sessions. The players explained to the kids how relaxing with a book before a big game could improve their performance. “Footballers have a fairly short career,” says Morgan, “and most of them move on to other jobs in the leisure industry, running a business or public spea​king. For all these careers you need good communication skills and telling stories to a bunch of school kids is great practice for the future. When I first started playing football I had almost no self-confidence but nowadays I’m quite happy standing up in front of 500 children.”
I. Choose the right answer to the questions (5 points).
1. Where is the speaker at the beginning of the article?
1) Playing football with some children.

2) Reliving an earlier football match.

3) Sitting in a football stadium.
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2. What do we learn about the children involved in the storytelling project?

1) They love reading stories in the classroom.

2) They enjoy being part of a club:

3) They are not interested in being at school.

3. What is the attraction of this form of storytelling for many boys?

1) They admire the people telling the stories.

2) They enjoy listening to some good teachers.

3) They hope to become storytellers themselves.

4. What did the young footballers recommend about reading?

1) It can make you play better.

2) It helps you to feel relaxed.

3) It makes you a better storyteller.

5. How has Morgan benefited from storytelling?

1) He can take up another career.

2) He has become more sure of himself.

3) He enjoys running a business.

II. Define the meaning of the following words from the text (2 points).
1. gripping (§3)

1) boring

2) exciting

3) relaxing

2. reach (§4)

1) find

2) punish

3) interest

III. Choose the right variant of translation (3 points). 
1. We are expected to lose. (§1)

1) Мы надеемся нанести поражение.

2) Мы думаем, что проиграем.

3) Ожидается, что мы проиграем.

2. ... and not a single child has moved. (§3)

1) ... и никто из детей не затронут.

2) ... и не один ребенок взволнован.

3) ... и ни один ребенок не шевельнулся.

3. ... and so far they are delighted with the success of the project. (§ 4)

1) ... но еще так далеко до того, чтобы радоваться успеху проекта.

  2) ... и пока они довольны успехом проекта.

3) ... и они достигли таких успехов, которые вызывают восторг от проекта.

Part В. Lexical-Grammar Test. 
IV. Use the correct tense-forms of the verbs in brackets (13 points).



I remember the first flight of Concorde, the airplane which _______________(build) with the cooperation of the British and French Governments. I_______________(stay) at my grandparents' house in Bristol at that time. My grandad_______________(retire) by that time, but he_______________(work) at the factory that built Concorde. On that morning we_______________(have) breakfast early as granddad _______________(promise) that he____________ (take) me to the factory to watch Concorde take off. As we_______________ (walk) towards the factory we________________(join) by many other people. Near the factory there were hundreds of people standing, some _______________(wait) there for over two hours. Minutes later we saw the beautiful plane. It was the longest and thinnest plane I ever______________(see). It scarcely _______________ (take) off when it_______________ (lose) sight of in the clouds. 
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V.  Put in articles where necessary (18 points).
1. On _____ walls of _____ cave I saw _____ painted pictures of _____ bisons and wild boars (дикий кабан), _____ animals that had not been in Spain for _____ hundreds of years. I quite by _____ accident became _____ first to discover rare paintings from _____ prehistoric times.

2. I think _____ only thing I would miss about not living in _____ big city is going to _____ concerts of all kinds. I love going to _____ theatre and I am fond of _____ rock and classical music. I also like _____ good food and occasionally we go out and have _____ dinner in _____ nice restaurant somewhere near _____ Piccadilly Circus. 

VI. Complete the sentences using the appropriate derivatives of the words given on the right 
(10 points).
                       Winning at Any Price?
What is it that marks out a top_______________             profession
sportsman from the rest? At the very top there

is very little_______________in skill and physical          differ
fitness. An enormous amount seems to depend

on the person’s self_______________and their                believe
_______________to win. In doing so they can                determine
sometimes forget about the rules of fair play

or even take_______________substances to                    legal
improve their_______________This desire to win           perform
by all means which is often set in_______________        child
by ambitious parents, is in my opinion,____________     poison
and_______________It is very sad to see children           health
unable to accept victory or defeat_______________        grace

VII. Fill in the word which best fits each space. Use only ONE word in each space (16 points).
At Home With Computers



This report is______________home computer use by a sample group of young people. ___________is a common belief that teenagers today know about computers and are familiar_____________using them in _____________aspects of_____________lives. We decided to try to find____________if this was true. We questioned thirty young people_____________14 and 18. All the teenagers we chose said they____________computers at home. We asked them how_____________time they spent on their computer in an average week but we were most interested in____________they used their computers _____________.  _____________results indicate that ____________average computers are widely____________ amongst 14-18 year olds. They also show quite clearly that computers are seen_____________ most young people as a little more ____________only games machines. 
VIII Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence using the word given. Don't change the words given (12 points).
1. After the violent storm the repairs to my house cost me $500.  have
    It cost me $500________________________________________

    ___________________________________after the violent storm.

2. Mary found it hard to concentrate on her essay because of the noise.   difficulty
    Mary_______________________________________________

     ___________________________ her essay because of the noise.

3. You won't find any accommodation if you don't book in advance.    anywhere
    Unless you book ahead__________________________________

    _________________________________________________stay.
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4. I'm glad you helped me — that's why I was able to finish the work on time.    without
   I___________________________________________________________

   ________________________________________________________ help.

5. Despite their argument yesterday, they are still good friends.        row
    Although________________________________________,

    _________________________________stopped being friends.

6. I hadn't made a speech before so I was very nervous.           used
    Because I_________________________________________

    __________________________speeches I was very nervous.

7. I think you really did like the show, because you laughed at all the jokes.   enjoyed

    You laughed at all the jokes,__________________________________

    _________________________________________________the show.

8. The information I got from the assistant was so confusing that I didn't know what to do.    such
     The assistant_________________________________________________

      ____________________________________that I didn't know what to do.

9. I didn't agree with the idea.    favour
    I___________________________________________________ the idea.

10.  I couldn't tolerate his bad behaviour any longer.    put up
       I couldn't____________________________his bad behaviour any longer.

11. Jeremy frequently invents ridiculous stories like that!   make
       It's typical_____________________________ridiculous stories like that!

12. All the witnesses said the accident was his fault.    blame
       All the witnesses said that he ________________________ that accident.

IX. Rewrite the following sentences correcting the mistakes (6 points).
1. Unless you are not too tired, we can climb the tower to admire the panorama of the town.
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. We won’t be able to carry out our plan until we don’t come to a mutual agreement.
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. In the catholic school she was made wear an ugly uniform made of dark brown material.
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Grace Kelly was famous as a Hollywood actress and then like the wife of Prince Rainier of Monaco.
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

5. I am somewhat puzzled how did he manage to beat the boxing champion.
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

6. He felt himself very happy and excited as though he had won a million dollars.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

X.  Read the text below and then decide which word A, B, C or D best fits each space (12points).
English spelling

Why does English spelling have the reputation for being difficult? English was first written down when Christian monks came to England in Anglo-Saxon (1)_____. They used the 23 letters of Latin to write down the sounds of Anglo-Saxon (2)_____ as they heard it. However, English has a
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(3)_____ range of basic sounds (over 40) than Latin. The alphabet was too small, and so combinations of letters were needed to (4)_____the different sounds. Inevitably, there were inconsistencies in the way that letters were combined.

With the Norman invasion of England, the English Language was put (5)_____risk. English survived, but the spelling of many words changed to follow French (6)_____, and many French words were (7)_____into the language. The result was more irregularity.

When the printing press was (8)_____in the fifteenth century, many early printers of English texts spoke other first languages. They (9)_____little effort to respect English spelling. Although one of the short-term (10)_____of printing was to produce a number of variant spellings, in the long term it created fixed spellings. People became used to seeing words spelt in the same way. Rules were (11)_____and dictionaries were put together which printers and writers could (12)_____ to. However, spoken English was not fixed and continued to change slowly – just as it still does now.

1. 
a. ages 

b. centuries
           c. times
                   d. years

2. 
a. chat

b. communication
c. discussion
                   d. speech

3. 
a. deeper

b. longer

c. thicker

        d. wider

4. 
a. explain

b. express

c. perform

        d. tell

5. 
a. at

b. in 

           c. on 

                   d. under

6. 
a. guides

b. patterns 
           c. plans

        d. types

7. 
a. announced
b. found  

c. introduced     
        d. started

8. 
a. discovered
b. invented 
           c. made up

        d. taken in

9. 
a. brought

b. did 

           c. made

        d. put

10. 
a. actions

b. conclusions 
c. effects

        d. meanings

11. 
a. drawn up
b. filled

c. got across
                   d. handed out

12. 
a. check

b. look

c. refer

        d. see
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